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THE MANGER ZONE 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE   “SHINE ADVENT CANDLE SHINE”  SMALL GROUP 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

READING:  LUKE 2:1-5 

About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. This was 
the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his own 
ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth 
up to Bethlehem in Judah, David's town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to 
go there. He went with Mary, his fiancé, who was pregnant. 

 

OPENING SONG & DANCE BREAK - BETHLEHEM  

 

BETTY THE BUILDER  

LISTENING SONG  “RING THE BELLS OF CHRISTMAS”  ADVENT ANGELS 

READING:  LUKE 2:6-7 

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her 
firstborn. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room in the inn. 

 

 
 
 

SUZANNA THE SEAMSTRESS 

 

READING:  LUKE 2:8-12 

There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over their 
sheep. Suddenly, God's angel stood among them and God's glory blazed around them. They 
were terrified. The angel said, "Don't be afraid. I'm here to announce a great and joyful event 
that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David's town, a Savior 
who is Messiah and Master. This is what you're to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and 
lying in a manger." 

 
SONG & DANCE BREAK - LISTEN TO THE ANGELS  
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FRED THE FARMER 

LISTENING SONG   “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” CONFIRMATION CHIMES 

READING:  LUKE 2:13-18 

At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God's praises:  "Glory to God in the 
heavenly heights, Peace to all men and women on earth who please him."  As the angel choir 
withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. "Let's get over to Bethlehem as fast as we 
can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us". They left, running, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met 
what the angels had said about this child. All who heard the sheepherders were impressed. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL    “OH HOLY NIGHT”   SAM WITTEN 

 

SARAH THE SINGER 

SONG & DANCE BREAK - GLORIA  

READING:  LUKE 2:19-20 

Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The sheepherders 
returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard and seen. It 
turned out exactly the way they'd been told! 

 

CAROL THE COOK 

READING:  MATTHEW 2 - SELECTED VERSES 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory-this was during Herod's kingship-
a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. They asked around, "Where can we 
find and pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews? We observed a star in the eastern 
sky that signaled his birth. We're on pilgrimage to worship him." 
 
Herod arranged a secret meeting with the scholars from the East. Pretending to be as devout 
as they were, he got them to tell him exactly when the birth-announcement star appeared. 
Then he told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, and said, "Go find this child. Leave no 
stone unturned. As soon as you find him, send word and I'll join you at once in your worship." 
 
Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the star appeared again, the same star they had 
seen in the eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place of the child. They could 
hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived at the right time! 
 
They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. Overcome, they 
kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened their luggage and presented gifts: gold, 
frankincense, myrrh. 
 
In a dream, they were warned not to report back to Herod. So they worked out another route, 
left the territory without being seen, and returned to their own country. 
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SONG & DANCE BREAK - THREE WISE MEN  

 

VISITOR:  WISE MAN 

SONG & DANCE BREAK - MANGER ZONE  

 

PASTOR AARON TALKS 

 

SINGING SONG “HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO JESUS”   (PLEASE STAND) 

 
HOLY COMMUNION  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.   In 
the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new 
and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 
love the God whom we cannot see.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 



4 | P a g e  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION “THE BELLS OF CHRISTMAS”           CHARLIE PFORSICH, VIOLIN 
   “AWAY IN A MANGER” 
 
P And now may the body of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His most holy and 

precious blood, strengthen you and preserve you and keep you to true faith unto life 
everlasting.  May we depart in peace and may the Lord be with you. 

C Amen 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit's power, 

form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 
Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C Amen. 
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SINGING SONG   “SILENT NIGHT”  (PLEASE STAND) 

BENEDICTION  
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SINGING SONG    “JOY TO THE WORLD”          LBW # 70 

 


