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A WARM WELCOME TO ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
 

10:30 A.M.       OCTOBER 25, 2020 

 
 

PRELUDE   “A Mighty Fortress”   Hayes 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of 
Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God's grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day 
to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that 
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 

 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C Amen 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
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GATHERING HYMN       “Built on a Rock”          Vss. 1, 3 & 5      LBW #365 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C And also with you.  
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KYRIE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together the prayer of the day. 
C Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 

age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
WE HEAR THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. 
To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 
possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
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31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
"Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 46 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 

A 1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 

C 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

A 3though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

C 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 

A 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 

C 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away.    

A 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

C 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

A 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
 and burns the shields with fire. 

C 10"Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; 
 I will be exalted in the earth." 

A 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.    
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SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings 
make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God 
through the divine activity centered in Christ's death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no human being 
will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge 
of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at 
the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then 
what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

After the reading: 
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people 
free from sin. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They answered him, "We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will 
be made free'?" 34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." 
 

After the reading: 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.    
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 
 
SERMON   THE REV. AARON LAYNE 
 

 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “A Mighty Fortress”    arr. Patterson  ADULT CHOIR 
 
Stand 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    (All) 

I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort  
 believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him. 
But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, 
 enlightened me with gifts of the Spirit, 
 and sanctified and kept me in true faith. 
 In the same way, the Spirit calls, gathers, 
 enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian 
 church on earth, and keeps it united with  
 Jesus Christ in one true faith. 
In this Christian church day after day my sins 
 and the sins of all believers are fully forgiven. 
 On the last day the Spirit will raise me 
 and all the dead and give me and all believers 
 In Christ eternal life. 
This is most certainly true. 
 

(Luther’s Explanation of the  
Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed) 

 
 
THE PRAYERS 
After each portion of the prayers: 
A Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
  that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  
  almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
  who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
  And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
  we praise your name and join your unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 | P a g e  
 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P God of our weary years… 
 … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread, and drink from this cup, we proclaim the  
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

P Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age… 
…Through him, with him, in him in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and  

honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
LORD'S PRAYER 
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
P And now may the body of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His most holy and precious 

blood, strengthen you and preserve you and keep you to true faith unto life everlasting.  May we 
depart in peace and may the Lord be with you. 

C Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have 

been united by your presence among us.  Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so 
that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

C Amen. 
 

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE 
 

BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
C Amen 

 
 
 
 



9 | P a g e  
 

 
SENDING HYMN       “A Mighty Fortress”         SBH # 150 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE      
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This morning the Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of 
Andrew and Amelie’s 34th birthdays from Bob and Bev Goldie. 
 
The 2020 flower chart is located in the Narthex above the Usher’s stand.  Please sign 
up to purchase flowers for that special someone or to celebrate a date or memory.  All 
vases are $22.00 each.  Open dates are November 1, 8, and 15. 
  
 

 

 10:30 A.M. 

READER JANE PRAUSE 

ASSISTING MINISTER JANE PRAUSE 

PASTOR THE REV. AARON LAYNE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


