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A WARM WELCOME TO ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

10:30 A.M.       APRIL 11, 2021 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ's presence, mostly through 
the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. 
With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we 
are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is 
in need. 
 
PRELUDE   “Thine is the Glory”   Childs  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C Amen 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN           “Thine Is the Glory”        Vss. 1 & 2   LBW # 145 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together the prayer of the day. 
C Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord's resurrection. By the grace of Christ 

among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen 

 
Sit 
 
 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they 
owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 
 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as 
any had need. 
 
 

After the reading:  
A    The Word of the Lord.         
C    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 133       Read Responsively 
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 
 
A How good and how pleasant it is, 
 when kindred live together in unity! 

C It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
 upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.   

A It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
 For there the LORD has commanded the blessing:  
 life forevermore.   
 

 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1—2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God 
cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ's death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God's light. 
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, 
and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do 
not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us. 
 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
After the reading: 
A    The Word of the Lord.     
C    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who 
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 
other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
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28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
After the reading: 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.    
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 

Sit 
SERMON     
 
Stand 
 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC     “Starlight Waltz”  C. S. Brainard  ARIELLE SANOW 
 
Stand 
APOSTLES' CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 
After each portion of the prayers: 
A Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and 
death gave salvation to all.  You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming 
death into life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and remember the gift you gave us. 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION 
P And now may the body of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His most holy and precious blood, 

strengthen you and preserve you and keep you to true faith unto life everlasting.  May we depart in 
peace and may the Lord be with you. 

C Amen 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 
 that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE 
 

BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The 

Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”      Vss. 1 & 4   LBW # 144 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE      
 
 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of Mark Pontious’ 
36th birthday from his mom, Jean; and to the Glory of God from the Eiselstein Family. 
 
 
 
 
  

 10:30 A.M. 

READER JAREN SUMMERS 

ASSISTING MINISTER JAREN SUMMERS 

PASTOR THE REV. AARON LAYNE 

 
 

 
 

 


