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SECTION I:  COUNCIL CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

 
 
 

STACY BOLZENIUS BIO 
I have been a member of Advent for nearly 10 years.  During this time I have taught Sunday School, worked on 
the Social Concerns Team, served as co-coordinator of the Red Cross Blood Drive, Worship team leader, and a 
team leader for the Fishes and Loaves outreach as well as a few others. 
I have six adult kids and three grandchildren.  I am a Course Director and Continuing Medical Education Director 
for Perinatal Resources, Inc., a not-for-profit medical education company that uses its funds to support research 
and education for women’s health.  I love being a member of Advent and enjoy the community of our church 
and serving God.   

 

LARRY CARPENTER BIO 
Sandra and I have been members of Advent for 50 years.  Our two daughters were Baptized, Confirmed and 
Married at Advent. We have 6 grandchildren.   I retired from Columbia Gas in 1999, after 42 years. I was a 
Development Project Manager in Data Processing (IT).  

I have been on Council in the past and have served as Council President.  I have been on various committees 
and have been involved in nearly every aspect of the life of our Church. 

 

 

 

 

HOLLY CRONAU BIO 

I have been a member of Advent since 1982.  I have primarily been involved in the music ministries since that 
time.  I was initially involved only in the adult choir, but have served the children’s choirs in several capacities for 
the past 24 years. I also continue to serve on the Worship and Witness team and assist Matt Pittman with youth 
activities.  In prior years, I have also served as a catechism instructor, a VBS leader and was a member of the 
Mutual Ministry committee.  In my professional life, I serve as a faculty member at Ohio State in the 
Department of Family Medicine.  I have 2 adult children who grew up in Advent.  Justin will be married June 3rd, 
2017 and Jessica will be attending Princeton Seminary in the fall. I look forward to serving Advent as it continues 
to grow its ministries. 
 
 
 
 



 pg. 4 

 

JENNIFER DEETER BIO 

My name is Jennifer Deeter and my family and I have been attending Advent for about 8 years. My husband and 
I are graduates of Capital University where I have a degree in Educational Theatre. I recently received my 
Master’s Degree in Education. I just finished my first year of teaching where I taught 4th grade, and in the fall I 
will be moving to 2nd grade. We have 2 beautiful daughters that are very active in Advent Youth. Sarah is going 
into 7th grade this fall and is active in confirmation, Sunday School, and VBS. Katie is entering 4th grade and is 
very active in Y2, Sunday School, and VBS.  
Here at Advent I have been involved with the Fellowship Team, I have been a Sunday School teacher, and I have 
been working with the VBS team for several years. This year I helped with the Easter Egg Hunt, and my family 
and I are also on a worship team and help with Sunday morning services. My family and I love being here at 
Advent and we have loved seeing how it has changed and grown over the years. We look forward to many 
more opportunities to grow in our faith and to grow with our church family. 

 

 

 

CHRISTY HABERMEHL BIO 

My husband, Jim, and I have been members of Advent Lutheran Church since August of 2010. While at  
Advent I have served on the Parish Life Team, helped with VBS craft nights, currently I am on the Youth Board 
and assist with Youth Group when needed. I attended the 2015 ELCA National Youth Gathering as a chaperone. I 
have served on The Ohio State University Campus Ministry Board at Jacob’s Porch for five years where I was 
president for two years. I have also a member of the Clintonville Woman’s Club for seven years where I was 
Membership Chair for three years and I am now serving on the Board of Trustees.  

Jim and I will be married thirty years in November, we have two children; Alex who is 27 and is engaged and 
lives in Columbus and Sarah Locke, 25 who is married to Daniel. Both whom have just graduated from Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary and currently live in Columbia, SC.  Jim is a retired Army aviator who now flies an 
air ambulance for Nationwide Children’s Hospital. We have visited and lived all over this country and also lived 
in the country of Panama for two years.   

I love reading, the outdoors, gardening, traveling, entertaining, family and of course Ohio State football.  

I feel that my faith in God and my church family has always given me the strength and support I have needed 
while not living near family for many years. As a council member, I hope to serve my Advent family with 
thoughtfulness and love. Thank you for this opportunity.  
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PASTOR’S REPORT 
“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so 
sure and certain that a man could stake his life on it a 

thousand times.” 
~Martin Luther 

I hope it doesn’t sound like a broken record, but when I write my annual report every 
year, I have the exact same two same thoughts: 

“Wow, I am so grateful for this past year. Wow, I am so excited for the year ahead.” 

These are my thoughts again this year as we continue our 51st year as a congregation. God continues to be 
so gracious to this congregation – through all of our various circumstances, challenges and celebrations.  
Through it all, every day, we are continually invited into a deeper relationship and awareness of God’s love 
and presence, and inspired to go deeper and further in mission and ministry. 

I love the name of this congregation, this gathering of people who gather for worshipping God, religious 
education, and for various activities. The word advent means that something or someone is coming into 
place, coming into view, or coming into being.  Here at Advent, we are constantly called by God to come 
to this place for worship and renewal.  Here at Advent, we are invited to ask our questions and share our 
situations as we are freed and renewed in Christ to have the way we look at life freed and renewed.  Here 
at Advent, we are being formed and reformed by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord.  Yes, I like the name of this congregation, for in Christ we are always coming into place, coming 
into view, and coming into being. 

As we have journeyed through this 51st year of Advent, we have also been living with the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation just ahead on the horizon.  In both the Catechism and Adult 
classes we have journeyed since September through the Reformation and Luther’s Small Catechism, 
which goes over the basics of our faith: the Ten Commandments, the creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, prayer, and worship. 

I enjoyed some teaching and learning this past year.  I taught Religion 382 at Capital University this 
past fall, a class entitled, “Foundations of Youth and Family Ministry.”  It is always so refreshing to teach 
that class as I have to know what I am talking about if I am going to teach others! 

I also enjoyed learning as I attended the Tri-Synodical Rostered Leaders Retreat in in Huron, Ohio.  
Special guest speakers were The Rev. Dr. Joy Schroeder from Capital University and Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary and Dr. Kenneth Inskeep, Director of Research for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Rev. Dr. Schroeder shared her research on Reformation history and Dr. Inskeep shared his insights on the 
impact of the Reformation today as well as some fascinating insights into church metrics. Both speakers 
were excellent presenters and experts in their fields of study. 
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I attended the Bishop's Theological Convocation with guest presenters Father John W. Crossin (Roman 
Catholic) and Reverend Don McCoid (ELCA).  Both are experts in the area of ecumenical relations and 
have worked and presented together extensively on the topic of Roman Catholic and Lutheran relations.  

I am looking forward to more continuing education as I travel to Europe with our group of 22 to Italy and 
Germany, walking in the footsteps of Martin Luther and witnessing the sites important to his life and to the 
Protestant Reformation.  You are welcome to follow along this journey via the daily updates on our 
website’s blog.  Simply go to AdventELC.org/europe2017.   

It has been a pleasure working with all of our teams and Church Council.  We have had a full year 
with full agendas as we have been conducting our normal business as well as implementing our visioning 
strategy.  I truly enjoy the commitment and effort to Advent’s well-being and mission that members of our 
teams put forth.  It is enjoyable to do ministry with such friends in Christ! 

As a pastor, two parts of my role is priest and the other is prophet.  A priest helps to do things correctly, to 
preside, teach and preach as one should from God’s Word and sound doctrine.  The prophet’s role is to 
point others to God.  To challenge the status quo with the teachings and Word of the Lord.   This 
upcoming fiscal year I put forth to you a challenge: Grow in your relationship with God.  Come to 
worship with us consistently. Don’t drop off your children and leave, rather stay for Sunday School to 
grow in fellowship and knowledge of God and your faith.  Get involved with a Bible Study.   Serve your 
neighbor as Christ serves you.  Tell others the good news of our living hope in Christ, by your words, your 
actions, and how you live in and view the world. 

We have done so much for Christ’s Kingdom. We still have more to do.  May we go forward together 
knowing that it is not the church of God that has a mission in the world, but the God of mission that 

has a church in the world. 

 

Living Together in Christ’s love and way, 

Reverend Aaron M. Layne 

Pastor, Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

May 25, 2017 

Dear Members and Friends of Advent’s Family: 

I hope that this letter finds you and yours well through the peace and love offered by Jesus Christ. This 
past church year has been full of excitement and activity; led by Pastor Layne, staff and an army of 
volunteers.  We have seen long time members move away, as well as new members join our family of 
faith to help Advent continue to flourish. We have moved into the implantation phase of our long term 
visioning process, started to utilize portions of the amazing gift from Joan Hinton, worked on the 
Constitution & Bylaws update and continue to update and maintain the building & grounds (to name 
just a few items). 

There is always trepidation in thanking staff and volunteers by name in fear that someone may be 
unintentionally omitted; so let me begin by saying that I hope that EVERYONE who donates any portion 
of their time, talent or treasure, know that you are truly appreciated! Advent could not exist without 
everyone chipping in.  

Pastor Layne’s continued dedication and service to Jesus Christ, Advent and to community at large has 
been a continued blessing this past year. We certainly believe he will continue to represent Advent with 
great character and leadership. I want to take a moment to personally and publicly thank Bob Goldie for 
his dedication to Advent and his personal mentorship. His leadership through his previous time as 
Council President and his continued counsel, helped me in my role as President. Thank you Bob! 

The Council was able to finalize the Visioning document. While there is certainly much more work to be 
done, as a Council we are excited about the prospect of utilizing the visioning document to guide the 
decisions of the Council, Ministry Teams and the Congregation. The vision process is meant to be a living, 
breathing document that we can grow and adapt. As an example, we are now working through the 
creation of an Education Committee to support and strengthen our current process. Thank you to all 
those who helped along the way in this process. 

On the financial front there is a lot of news to share. The Council engaged Brown & Brown to review the 
financial status and processes of Advent. As expected, we received all good news. Great job Sylvia 
Wallace, our Treasurer & Jeni Lehman our Financial Secretary, on managing our financial process. 
Council also created the position of Assistant Treasurer to assist when Sylvia is away, which Bob Goldie 
has been kind enough to fulfill. Council has also begun using some of the funds from Joan Hinton’s gift, 
based on the recommendations of the task force, set out to help determine how to best use those 
funds. Again, thank you to all those who dedicated their time and energy to that cause.  

The Administration Team, under the leadership of Ed Cooper, has done an outstanding job of 
maintaining and improving the building and grounds. The tech team has helped update staff computers 
and are in the beginning phases of updating the sound system. We are also in the process repaving the 
parking lot, which should be underway this coming summer. We have also entered into a new janitorial 
services contract after learning that Larry Seifert has decided to retire. Larry, thank you for the countless 
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hours spent keeping the building in top shape! Enjoy the fishing! Thank you to all that dedicate so much 
time to keeping the building in such great shape. 

As a Council, we have updated our Constitution and Bylaws, in order to be in compliance with the latest 
requirements set forth by the ELCA. We hope to get those changes approved by the congregation at 
our upcoming annual meeting along with the proposed budget. So many people put their time and 
energy into this process that we could not complete it without their help!  

So to wrap up, there is a lot of activity as always going in the church. Our ministry teams, volunteers, 
staff work so hard and all deserve more praise than I can state; in particular Mary Garland, Jean 
Pontious, Matt Pittman, Beckie Evans-Zaebst & Courtney Crum. I would also like to close by saying if you 
feel so inclined, I strongly encourage you to get involved. Yes, signing up can be a lot of work, but it so 
fulfilling to be involved! No gift of time, talent or treasure is too small. 

God Bless! 

 

Brent Welch 

Congregation Council President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 pg. 9 

ADMINISTRATION MINISTRY TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 

Team Purpose: 

The Administration Ministry Team’s purpose is to manage our resources. It also involves stewardship.  
Faith produces generous hearts.  We recognize that all we are and have is a gift from God to be used 
for God’s glory.  Thus, we have a commitment to grow in giving of our financial resources, time and 
talents to the work of the church.  This team encompasses ministries in the following key areas:  

(1) Tech-Communication (2) Financial accounting and budget (4) Stewardship (5) Facilities and other 
ministries as may be determined. 

Team Leader:  Ed Cooper 

 

 
Tech-Communication 

 Welcome to new technology team: Mike Deeter team leader, Allan MacDonald, Ben Pforsich, 
Phil Toon. 

 Goals for new technology team: 
1. Keep current equipment functioning. 
2. Replace aging technology. 
3. Utilize technology to aid congregational growth 
4. Maintain inclusiveness of technology that is available with church staff teams, and 

congregation. 
 Conducted audit of all current church technology. 
 Replaced sound room audio equipment. 1st stage of 3 stage process. 
 Installed new computer in Mary’s office and installed a new computer & printer in Jean’s office 

for the counting team and music department. 

Finances 

 Developed a new counting team and system for counting of revenue on Sundays. 
 According to Sylvia Wallace (Treasurer) finances are in good shape, benevolences are being 

forwarded and all expenses are in good shape. 
 Monthly statements are posted on the bulletin board next to the kitchen door, If anyone has a 

question please contact Sylvia Wallace. 
 Hired Brown & Brown CPA accounting firm to do Audit Review of “Advent’s” finance records. 

Our report came back as very good.  

 

 

 

Highlights of Past Year’s Activities and Actions: 



 pg. 10 

Property Report 

 Replaced flooring in Pastor’s and Administration office and flooring in boy’s and girl’s 
bathroom. 

 Repaired the sliding doors in sanctuary. 
 Performed an annual inspection of all facilities. 
 Replaced gutters on north wing and east wing of church. 
 Repaired the window well in basement with new stone and landscaping. 
 Monthly inspection of all Church facility and grounds are in place.  
 Hired Regal Cleaning Company to replace our janitor Larry Seifert who has retired “Thanks 

Larry” for all you have done for Advent. 
 Administration team with the help of Joe Bolzenius (engineer) developed a parking lot 

repair report plan to replace the asphalt and drainage of the parking lot. 
The team interviewed four companies and chose Chemcote Paving. 
Council approved at the May 15th meeting. 

Stewardship 

 Bob Goldie chairman of the stewardship along with his committee: Bill Brett, Kristine Blind, 
Jeff Cronau, Joe Gecan and Brent Welch developed a Stewardship plan consisting of Three 
messages: 

1. Why Pledge 
2. What should I pledge 
3. Commitment of Time and Talents 

That they will be giving during the month of May. 

Goals for 2017-2018   

 Continue to review budget and make suggestions to Council to maintain a realistic Budget.  
 Finish installing of phrase 2 (sound system for sanctuary). 
 Review the changing of our phone system. 
 Follow up on the capital improvement plans for carpet. 
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PARISH LIFE TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Team Purpose:  The Parish Life Ministry Team’s purpose is to serve the needs of Advent’s members 
and to integrate new members into our faith family.  The ministries that are nested under Parish Life 
primarily engage with Advents core values of fellowship, growing in faith, and welcoming.  
 

 Fellowship: We are a family of faith in which all are welcome.  We foster vibrant relationships 
deepened through spending time together in worship, ministry, social engagement, and walking 
with one another in times of personal sorrow and joy.  

 Growing in Faith.  We are intentional in our life-long and active pursuit of spiritual maturity through 
prayer, worship, studying the Scriptures, hearing God’s Word, receiving the Sacraments, and serving 
others to grow more and more into the image and likeness of Christ. 

 Welcoming.  Responding to our Lord’s call to “love one another,” we invite and embrace all into the 
family of God so that they may encounter the risen and living Christ. 

 
Parish Life Ministry Team Leader:  Beth Pittman  
Parish Life meets on the second Monday of every month at 7 p.m. 
 

Strategic Tasks: 2016/2017 
o Ministry directory (completed). 
o “Run and maintain,” existing core ministry projects 

 

Vision Goals/Strategic Tasks, 2017/2018: 
o Conduct an Internal Environmental Scan. 
o Raise awareness for the Spiritual Gifts Assessment tools 
o Continue to design and promote events which encourage participation from across the 

congregation and the surrounding community. 
o Design engaging educational programming for intentional growth 

 The Education Task Force will be forming a strategy to make this goal a reality for 
both the ministries that might comprise a Team of their own, and for ones that will 
remain and grow under Parish Life. 

o Youth and Family Ministries plans to begin intentional training for youth leaders 
 Start a puppet ministry to be used during Sunday School and different events. 
 Start a contemporary band that leads during youth group time and participates in 

worship services. 
o Sunday School plans to explore changing curriculum for the elementary grades, focusing on 

heroes of the Bible, to coincide with the Pastor’s sermon series, as well as potential 
adjustments to the confirmation curriculum. 

 

Upcoming Activities and News: 
 

o On Sunday July 9th come together for a picnic at Fancyburg Park (12:30-3:30 p.m.) after the 
Gospel Service (10:30 a.m.). There is a shelter house, playgrounds, and wide green spaces to 
run around.    

o Our VBS this year is ‘Hero Central: Discover your strength in God’ and will run July 24th-28th.  
For more information visit: http://www.adventelc.org/vbs 
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o An Education Task Force is being formed to discuss the potential creation of an Education 
Team, and how that team could fulfill our core value “Growing in Faith.” 

 All education related ministries are presently housed under Parish Life. 
 

Innovations and Changes, 2016-2017 

o Carl Lahman spearheaded getting the New Ministries Directory together. It has been 
updated and now includes a spiritual gifts assessment tool to help parishioners find their 
niche at Advent!  

 To view the directory visit:  http://www.adventelc.org/activities-and-ministries-
directory. 

o A complete list of all the Parish Life ministries can be found in the directory.  
o Change in leadership for Lenten Soup Suppers. 

 

Core Ministry Projects, 2016-2017: 
 The core annual events housed under Parish Life continued to go well. This year the Reformation 

Potluck, Ice Cream Social, Lenten Soup Suppers, Easter Breakfast, and Easter Egg Hunt brought us 
all together in fellowship.  

o All the Ministry Teams did a great job keeping this year’s Lenten Soup Suppers up and 
running. Thank you to all the Team leaders and to Elaine Cooper for providing us with such a 
clear and organized blueprint! 

o In addition to the many eggs that were filled with goodies, the Easter Egg hunt added a pre-
hunt series of Holy Week and Easter themed activities. Thank you to Andrea Lusk for leading 
the event, and thank you to the many people who helped run all the activities – there are so 
many things to do from stuffing and hiding the eggs all the way to clean up!  

o Thank you to Pam Kasai for once again organizing the Easter breakfast.  Pam has been 
heading up this event for several years, and is looking to hand over the reins in about 2 
years. Please contact a member of Parish Life (we’re in the directory!) if this sounds like 
something you could do! 

o The Gospel Service and picnic were wonderful and will be making another appearance this 
year! 

 ‘First Sundays’ have also continued as a monthly place for parishioners to get together between 
services over caffeine and sugar. Thank you to all the Teams for keeping this activity going.  

 
 Karrie Clark continues to keep the My Family and Me ministry moving forward with activities for 

preschoolers and their families throughout the year. 
 
 The Cradle Roll continues connect with the smallest children (infant-2yr) in our congregation by 

sending cards and other surprises to them. 
 
 Small groups continue to meet. There are currently 2 small groups 

o Men’s SALT (Sharing and Living/Learning Together) Group:  The purpose of this ministry is 
to bring men together in fellowship so they can grow in their understanding of Christ, get to 
know each other and develop deeper relationships.     

o Women’s Bible Study Group:  The purpose of this ministry is to bring women together in 
fellowship so that they can grow in their understanding of Christ, get to know each other 
and develop deeper relationships.  

o Have an idea for a new type of small group? Contact a member of Parish Life (or come to a 
meeting!) and let’s get something on the drawing board. 
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 Over 50 volunteers put more than a thousand hours into orchestrating the Tag Sale. About $8.303.  
Matt Pittman is no longer responsible for leading the Tag Sale, we thank him for the many years he 
has put into this project. Carl Lahman is spearheading the effort this year.  

 Pastor Aaron continues to lead Confirmation and the Adult Sunday School Program 
 Anne Pforsich and Jean Pontious continue serving as Co-Superintendents for the Sunday School. 

o Continued to use Whirl Curriculum for Pre K- 5th grade (following the liturgical year) with 
teachers accessing their resources on-line. 

o Used Witness Curriculum for Confirmation class 
o There were 4 classes of students. Six teachers planned and taught each week. Average 

weekly attendance of 60 including adults. 
o Sunday School students chose to give the weekly offering to Lutheran World’s Relief 

program- local programs 
o In addition to the goals listed under “Vision Goals/Strategic Tasks, 2017/2018” 

 Continue to encourage the high school age students to attend. 
 Encourage parents to support the spiritual education of their children by getting 

them to Sunday School more often. 
 Matt Pittman, the Director of Youth and Family Ministries, supported a variety of youth and learning 

functions throughout the year: 
o 4 youth, 2 adults went to the Servant Camp Mission Trip 
o Created and installed Advent’s Prayer Labyrinth as a gift to the congregation on the 

occasion of its 50th year of ministry 
o DreamTeam participated in services and VBS; 9 youth; led by Courtney Pittman and Katie 

Rheyne 
o Vacation Bible School – 72 children attended; $627 raised for Orang Asli of Malaysia.  11 youth 

helped as Line Leaders. 
o Y² for 1st-5th Graders.  They did a variety of things including a campfire/ cookout; Live Nativity 

video; discussed our Faith Webs; Valentine Project; and OWL Prayer Buddy project; 
participated during a Lenten Soup Supper and service (did readings; led prayers); 
experienced what camp is like with Jenny Frantz from LOMO;  and culminated in the Prayer 
Buddy Banquet. 

o Kid’s Club at First English Lutheran – this was an outgrowth from last summer’s Servant 
Camp experience.  We wanted to invest more into this congregation so once a month 
families from Advent would go and help with their programming. 6 families participated 

o Fall Mission Trip to Vinton County -  joined Peace Gahanna for a fall retreat to help clean up 
Southeast Testament, a facility to help the less fortunate in Vinton County. 2 youth, 2 adults 
attended 

o Sr. High Youth – spent the whole of the academic year studying different aspects of 
Stewardship: Talents, Time, Treasure, Faith, and Body  

o Reformation Potluck and Auction – raised $3800 for Houston 2018 
o Jacob’s Porch Dinners: 3 dinners provided    
o Youth/ Confirmation Campfire Cookout – 26 attended 
o Sr. High Lock In – 5 youth, 2 adults attended 
o Confirmation Chimes – played 4 times 
o Christmas Program –About 40 children participated  
o Youth Cookie Project – Bags of cookies and caroling delivered to Abbington Assisted Living, 

Arlington Court, AVIA Assisted, and Sunrise Assisted Living and to Advent’s shut-ins. 
o Youth Calendar Sales – sold out of calendars; raised $250 
o Jr./ Sr. High helped with Salvation Army Christmas Cheer – 15 youth and adults 
o Campus Ministry Retreat – 5 youth and 2 adults attended 
o Valentine Care Packages – Made up 9; sent notes of encouragement 
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o Advent Goes to Camp Week! – developed this for the week of July 16-21st.  Servant Camp and 
Pathfinders will be happening simultaneously.  We will have 15-17 kids in camp that week! 

o Pancake Supper/Talent Show – raised $560 for Houston 2018 
o March Madness Subs – raised $475 for Houston 2018 
o Time and Change Sundays – raised $900; enough money to support our Compassion 

International children: Souaibou and Jackquiline 
o Loaves and Fish – Salvation Army – Sr. High Youth – helped 2 times 
o Easter Egg Hunt - about 70 children attended with 135 people.  
o Easter Breakfast – About 140 attended 
o Swoop In/ Service Days – 7 families helped; raised $1075 for youth ministries 
o Continuing Education for Matt – Religion 382 Youth Ministry and Christian Education at 

Capital University; ReNew Retreat sponsored by LOMO, and the ELCA Youth Ministry 
Network Extravaganza.  

o Youth Board – met monthly and accomplished many tasks.  Thank you to Alessia Bernon, 
Olivia Bernon, Grace Wilson, Leslie Densel, Christy Habermehl, Maria Bernon, and Karin 
Forsyth! 

o Basement – Wifi installed and functional 
o Special Projects Report: 

 Advent’s Annual Tag Sale (See ‘Core Ministry Projects, 2016-2017’) 
 Advent’s Live Nativity was attended by approximately 250-300 people and was held 

inside.  Still was a great event and was wonderful!  
o In addition to the goals listed under “Vision Goals/Strategic Tasks, 2017/2018” 

 Create a welcoming church environment that will encourage our youth to bring 
friends which creates opportunity for making new disciples. 

 Continue to implement the goals from the Youth Board’s visioning process. 
 Continue Confirmation Chimes  
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SOCIAL CONCERNS TEAM  

The Social Concerns Team coordinates Advent’s outreach and mission beyond the local congregation.  We have 
undertaken several projects this year:  Blessing of the Animals, Loaves and Fish, Lutheran Social Services (LSS) 
Food Pantry, Isabel’s Quilters - LWR Mission Quilts, Mitten Tree, Red Kettle/Salvation Army, Samaritan’s Purse, 
Soup-er Bowl of Caring, Thanksgiving In-Gathering, and our newest project - Blessing Bags for the homeless. We 
work as a team; however, the success of each of these projects is due to the dedication of the individual(s) who 
chair each ministry and the support of many members of the Advent congregation. 

Team members:  Stacy Bolzenius, Elaine Cooper, Allan MacDonald, Jennifer Parker, Randy Patton, Tara Rhea, 
Larry Seifert, and Carol Spidell.   

Team projects include: 

 Blessing of the Animals (Chair:  Jennifer Parker).  On October 2nd, 2016 - - a beautiful fall day - - Advent 
held the 22nd annual Blessing of the Animals!  We were joined by members of Clinton Heights Lutheran 
Church, so Pastor Ralph Wolf assisted Pastor Layne in blessing the animals.  Those attending the service 
as well as other members of the congregation donated cans and bags of dog and cat food for the LSS 
Food Pantry. 

 

 Loaves and Fish (Chairs:  Randy Patton and Stacy Bolzenius). The Loaves and Fish teams work with the 
Salvation Army (using their truck and kitchen) to provide meals for the needy in the Columbus area.   
Food preparation begins at 2:00 pm and loading the food truck begins at 4:00 pm.  Each team makes 3 
stops where food and items donated by the congregation (men’s socks and underwear) are distributed.  
In fact, on January 8th, the team was able to pass out more than 60 pairs of socks donated by Advent 
members!  Advent has 3 teams.  Each team volunteers twice a year.   Advent is currently scheduled to 
work the second Sunday of every other month. 
 

 LSS Food Pantry (Chair:  Elaine Cooper) This past year Advent Parishioners collected non-perishable food 
items and personal items such as shampoo, soap, conditioner, toothpaste, toilet paper etc. to be 
distributed to hungry families at the pantry.   Eight to ten volunteers work at the LSS Champion Food 
Pantry the 3rd Saturday of each month.  Volunteers leave the Advent parking lot at 11:30 am and begin 
work by stocking shelves and getting the pantry ready for clients.  An average of 68 families and 175 
people are served each time we volunteer. Our volunteers accompany the individuals as they shop and 
then help them bring their groceries to their cars.  Additionally, several volunteers helped man phones 
at 104.9 the River Radio Station during the LSS telethon. 
 

 Isabel’s Quilters – LWR Mission Quilts (Chair:  Jeni Lahman). Thanks to Isabel Leonard, 2015 was the first 
year Advent joined the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Quilt Campaign.  These quilts are sent around the 
world to people in need.  They provide warmth in the form of bedding, shelter in the form of a roof, and 
privacy in the form of a door.  They also serve as a tangible reminder of God’s presence, love, and hope.  
In 2015 we started small by completing nine quilts.  In 2016, we completed 30 quilts.  And, on October 
9th, those quilts were blessed by Pastor Layne at both services. Our goal for this year is to complete 51!  
Advent members are asked to donate fabric to be cut into squares.  The quilts measure approximately 
60” x 80” when completed.  
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 Mitten Tree (Chair:  Jennifer Parker). Jennifer coordinates with Jean Pontious on 
this project.  A Christmas tree is set up in the Narthex in early December. This 
year members donated 57 hats, 66 pairs of gloves, and 5 scarfs for middle school 
students. The items are distributed to several Columbus city schools prior to the 
students' Christmas break. 
 

 Red Kettle/Salvation Army (Chairs:  Tara Rhea and Pastor Will Saunders). Advent 
volunteers rang the bell for the Salvation Army at the Kroger store on Chambers 
Road on December 10th.  It was a full and enjoyable day! 
 

 Samaritan’s Purse (Chair: Allan MacDonald).  Also known as the Christmas 
Shoebox Ministry, Allan and daughter Lexi organized this endeavor in which 
shoeboxes are filled with small gifts.  Filled boxes were donated by Sunday school classes and 
individuals in the congregation.  In 2016, Advent donated 27 filled shoe boxes and two donations for the 
12-month Bible study materials.  The boxes were shipped to S. Sudan and Columbia. Since Advent began 
contributing to this program in 2014, we have donated 118 shoeboxes for children around the world.   

  Soup-er Bowl of Caring (Chair: Pastor Aaron Layne).  The congregation was divided into two teams in a 
fun-spirited competition to raise money and donate food or household/personal items for the LSS Food 
Pantry.  The competition ended on Super Bowl Sunday with a trivia contest hosted by Pastor Layne.  
The winners this year were the Lightening Lutherans!  More importantly, a total of 185 items and $2,733 
were donated to the Pantry.   
 

 Thanksgiving In-Gathering (Chair:  Larry Seifert). This project provides dinners to needy families in 
Central Ohio through the LSS Food Pantry.  The congregation donates bags of food (each one 
containing jars of gravy, cans of vegetables and fruit, baked or sweet potatoes, a box of stuffing, and a 
package of cookies to feed a family of four) and makes cash donations.  This year, the members of the 
congregation provided between 130 and 140 bags of food.  Because LSS has far greater buying power 
than we do, Advent donated $865.60 (the dedicated proceeds from the Tag Sale) as well as $920 
(individual contributions) to purchase the needed turkeys and other food items.  We did not have the 
expense this year of renting a truck to deliver the bags, as LSS used their own truck.  The Team felt that 
with this new approach (donating money rather than buying additional bags of food), we were able to 
help far more people.  
 

 Blessing Bags for the homeless (Chair: Jennifer Parker). In conjunction with God's Work, Our Hands 
weekend (Sept. 10th and 11th), the Social Concerns Team asked the congregation to donate items to be 
included in "care packages" for the homeless - - items such as toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
mouthwash, deodorant, combs, socks, chap stick, shampoo, hand sanitizer, soap, razors, shaving 
cream, and snacks.  The items were packaged in gallon-sized zip-lock bags, along with an insert 
expressing God’s love for the recipient and listing telephone numbers and addresses for the many 
forms of assistance that are available in the community.  We filled enough bags for each Advent family 
to distribute. 
 

 Ongoing projects.  The Social Concerns Team continues to sponsor the collection of aluminum pop can 
tabs to support the Ronald MacDonald House; General Mills Box Tops for Education to support 
Oesterlen Services for Youth in Springfield, Ohio; cancelled stamps to support the LSS Food Pantries; 
and eyeglasses for the Lions Recycle for Sight Program.   

 

Goals for 2017-2018 

 Continue to look for opportunities to serve others beyond our local congregation. 
 Recruit more people to be involved in each of the ministries and to serve on the Team. 
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WORSHIP & WITNESS TEAM REPORT 
Team Purpose: 

The Worship and Witness Team’s purpose is to glorify God through worship and to serve others through a variety of 
programs to help those in need in our congregation, our communities and our world.  It encompasses ministries in 
three key areas:  Worship, Witness and Prayer Chain. 

 

Worship & Witness Team Leader: Becky Seifert 

 

Highlights of the past year’s activities 

 

     Worship: 

o The Worship and Witness Team continues to recruit and train people to serve on the worship teams and altar 
guild teams, including serving as Assisting Ministers. 

o All choirs strive to provide excellence in our music and worship life.  Our senior choir sings at alternating 
services with the exception of Festival Services when they sing at both services. 

o Our Bell Choir has continued to play at more services.  They have added new members and have accompanied 
the vocal choirs for anthems.  Our two children’s choirs continue to grow in quantity and quality.  The Youth 
Choir is now singing two-part music and the Angel Choir is leaning more about Jesus as they sing.  Both choirs 
sing about once a month. 

o Instrumentalists continue to enrich the services when appropriate along with youth instrumentalists 
providing special music on occasion. 

o Confirmation chimes have played at four of our services.  Their skill level continues to grow. 
o In response to the congregational survey, we have added 4 new services.  Two of the services, the 

Reformation Sunday and the Gospel Service are both combined into one service each to bring the 
congregation together as a whole.  The other services that were added are the Liturgical Service and the 
Camp Sunday Service. 

o Worship continues to be Advent’s strength.  Worship services have increased by 5% in the past year. 
 

Witness: 

o Advent’s special community outreach program, Live Nativity, had a large number of attendees from the 
community as a whole again this past year.  The continuation of a sign-a-long of the Hallelujah Chorus and 
performances by the adult choir as well as the Singing Buckeyes was greatly appreciated.  We also continue 
to enjoy special music by members of the congregation. 

o The Drive-Up Ashes on Ash Wednesday was successful again this year.  We reached over 70 people who 
“drove through” to receive ashes. 

o We welcomed many first time families or individuals.  All were provided a visitor’s packet and a follow up call 
or email. 

o Many families from out of town were identified as visiting for the first time.  We also enjoyed several repeat 
visitors that had worshiped with us in the past. 

o A visitation team continues to extend hospitality to our visitors by contacting them and providing information 
packets, answering questions and generally extending a welcome to worship, along with information in 
regards to participation in activities at Advent. 
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o We continue to provide Shepherds for new members, along with several meetings for the orientation of new 
members.   

o We continue to witness to the community through the sponsorship and support of the BEARS Pre-school. 
o Our Care Team continues to provide necessary services for members of our Advent Family. Transportation, 

meals and cleaning are some of the services we provide. The Care Team also sits with shut-ins, while family is 
out.   The Care Team sends sympathy cards, get-well cards and Thinking of You cards to those who have been 
hospitalized, ill or have lost a loved one. 

o We continue to send out Altar and other available flowers to shut-ins.  We try to meet other needs of the 
shut-ins as they are known. 

o PRAYER CHAIN:  Advent’s Prayer Chain is administered through the church office and can be accessed 
through the web site Adventelc.org by telephone (614) 451-3639.   The pew cards are an additional way to 
request prayers. We continue to encourage all members to join the prayer chain and make prayer requests as 
circumstances may dictate. 

 

 Vision and Goals for Next Year: 

 

      Witness: 

o To increase and expand the congregation member’s involvement of the worship teams, Altar Guild and the 
various choirs. 

o To expand the options of new hymns as they may fit the liturgical year. 
o Continue to expand the congregations’’ knowledge and understanding of our different worship settings. 
o We will continue to encourage the members of the congregation to utilize the services of the Care Team if 

circumstances arise. 
o We are continuing to add activities resulting from the current visioning process. 
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YOUTH ANNUAL REPORT 2017 
 

 Matt Pittman, the Director of Youth and Family Ministries, supported a variety of youth and learning 
functions throughout the year: 

 4 youth, 2 adults went to the Servant Camp Mission Trip 
 Created and installed Advent’s Prayer Labyrinth as a gift to the congregation on the occasion of 

its 50th year of ministry 
 DreamTeam participated in services and VBS; 9 youth; led by Courtney Pittman and Katie 

Rheyne 
 Vacation Bible School – 72 children attended; $627 raised for Orang Asli of Malaysia.  11 youth 

helped as Line Leaders. 
 Y² for 1st-5th Graders.  They did a variety of things including a campfire/ cookout; Live Nativity 

video; discussed our Faith Webs; Valentine Project; and OWL Prayer Buddy project; participated 
during a Lenten Soup Supper and service (did readings; led prayers); experienced what camp is 
like with Jenny Frantz from LOMO;  and culminated in the Prayer Buddy Banquet. 

 Kid’s Club at First English Lutheran – this was an outgrowth from last summer’s Servant Camp 
experience.  We wanted to invest more into this congregation so once a month families from 
Advent would go and help with their programming. 6 families participated 

 Fall Mission Trip to Vinton County -  joined Peace Gahanna for a fall retreat to help clean up 
Southeast Testament, a facility to help the less fortunate in Vinton County. 2 youth, 2 adults 
attended 

 Sr. High Youth – spent the whole of the academic year studying different aspects of 
Stewardship: Talents, Time, Treasure, Faith, and Body  

 Reformation Potluck and Auction – raised $3800 for Houston 2018 
 Jacob’s Porch Dinners: 3 dinners provided    
 Youth/ Confirmation Campfire Cookout – 26 attended 
 Sr. High Lock In – 5 youth, 2 adults attended 
 Confirmation Chimes – played 4 times 
 Christmas Program –About 40 children participated  
 Youth Cookie Project – Bags of cookies and caroling delivered to Abbington Assisted Living, 

Arlington Court, AVIA Assisted, and Sunrise Assisted Living and to Advent’s shut-ins. 
 Youth Calendar Sales – sold out of calendars; raised $250 
 Jr./ Sr. High helped with Salvation Army Christmas Cheer – 15 youth and adults 
 Campus Ministry Retreat – 5 youth and 2 adults attended 
 Valentine Care Packages – Made up 9; sent notes of encouragement 
 Advent Goes to Camp Week! – developed this for the week of July 16-21st.  Servant Camp and 

Pathfinders will be happening simultaneously.  We will have 15-17 kids in camp that week! 
 Pancake Supper/Talent Show – raised $560 for Houston 2018 
 March Madness Subs – raised $475 for Houston 2018 
 Time and Change Sundays – raised $900; enough money to support our Compassion 

International children: Souaibou and Jackquiline 
 Loaves and Fish – Salvation Army – Sr. High Youth – helped 2 times 
 Easter Egg Hunt - about 70 children attended with 135 people.  
 Easter Breakfast – About 140 attended 
 Swoop In/ Service Days – 7 families helped; raised $1075 for youth ministries 
 Continuing Education for Matt – Religion 382 Youth Ministry and Christian Education at Capital 

University; ReNew Retreat sponsored by LOMO, and the ELCA Youth Ministry Network 
Extravaganza.  

 Youth Board – met monthly and accomplished many tasks.  Thank you to Alessia Bernon, Olivia 
Bernon, Grace Wilson, Leslie Densel, Christy Habermehl, Maria Bernon, and Karin Forsyth! 

 Basement – Wifi installed and functional 
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Youth 

Contact person: Matt Pittman 

Goals: 

 Create a welcoming church environment that will encourage our youth to bring friends which creates 
opportunity for making new disciples. 

 Continue to implement the goals from the Youth Board’s visioning process. 
 Start a contemporary band that leads during youth group time and participates in worship services. 
 Continue Confirmation Chimes  
 Intentional training for youth leaders 
 Start a puppet ministry to be used during Sunday School and different events. 

 

 

Special Projects Report 

 Advent’s Annual Tag Sale 2015 - $8303 was raised from the event and over 1000 volunteer hours were 
given.  It was determined that this event would no longer fall under my job description. 

 

 Advent’s Live Nativity was attended by approximately 250-300 people and was held inside.  Still was a 
great event and was wonderful!  
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